
We believe the outcome of the US presidential election could alter fundamental dynamics across 
the financial sector: Banking regulation, crypto, private equity, insurance—all stand to be shaped 
by the winner in November. Here is a look at some key areas and, in our view, the potential 
implications for investors.

Bank Stocks Have Been Resilient

Bank stocks rallied after the Trump/Biden debate in late June, driven by investor optimism about potential regulatory easing, such as 
relaxed capital and liquidity rules, and increased bank consolidation opportunities (see figure 1).

Despite the transition from Biden to Harris in the race, these gains have held steady, largely due to the normalisation of the 
yield curve and a positive outlook for an economic soft landing. While potential changes in corporate tax rates under a Harris 
administration could pose a headwind, it would likely be modest and below the levels seen before Trump in 2016. Nonetheless, we 
believe the path of interest rates and credit performance remain the most crucial drivers for bank stocks.
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Source: FactSet, data as of October 7, 2024. For illustrative purpose only. Past performance is not indicative of future results.
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The Basel 3 Endgame Remains a Significant Regulatory Focus

Federal Reserve Vice Chair Michael Barr recently proposed easing some of Basel 3 Endgame’s planned requirements, including a roughly 
50% reduction in the expected capital charge for Global Systemically Important Banks (G-SIBs), as shown in figure 2. This response 
addresses industry concerns over potential impacts on lending and the economy, and includes tailored requirements for other large banks.

Source: Federal Reserve.
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While Barr’s recent speech is a positive development for the banking industry, it was largely in line with investor expectations since 
the end of 2023 and early 2024. Despite these changes, disagreements among financial agencies persist, casting doubt on the timing 
and resolution of B3E, regardless of the election outcome. Additionally, banks may consider litigation, especially given the US Supreme 
Court’s decision on the Chevron doctrine, potentially delaying B3E further. 

https://www.nb.com/en/us/insights/insights-basel-iii-endgame-and-the-reg-cap-opportunity
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A Mixed Outlook for Banking Consolidation and Regulatory Consent Orders

Conflicting views among various regulators have muted and delayed bank M&A activity in recent years (see figure 3). While we 
believe the Biden Administration’s general opposition to market concentration is seen as a headwind to M&A transactions, a Trump 
administration might favor increased M&A activity—though Trump’s running mate, J.D. Vance, has expressed support for current FTC 
Chair Lina Kahn, indicating possible caution on antitrust policy.

Note: Deals with target assets +$3bn. For illustrative purposes only.
Source: KBW Research, SNL Financial / S&P Global Market Intelligence, Company Documents; data as of September 30, 2024.

FigUre 3: BanK M&a Deal valUe haS Been BeloW TrenD DUring The BiDen aDMiniSTraTion
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We believe a Trump administration may be more likely to lift longstanding regulatory consent orders on several large banks. Lifting 
some of these orders—which have been in place for many years and are considered key stock-specific catalysts among investors—
could be beneficial in the form of lower expenses, increased buybacks or both.

Private Equity: Puts and Takes

The private equity (PE) industry currently faces limited support in Washington, in our view. Regardless of whether Trump or Harris is in 
power, PE’s own investing activities might encounter increased antitrust scrutiny. 

Meanwhile, the carried interest tax loophole continues to be a target for reform. Its closure is more likely under Harris, but still possible 
with Trump. The impact, however, is reduced given that publicly traded alternative asset managers have converted to C-corporations.

One upside, in our view, is PE’s potential ability to penetrate the multi-trillion dollar 401(k) market. A Trump victory could unlock 
opportunities for greater access to this market, while a Harris administration might take a more cautious approach.

Acknowledging the challenging political landscape, we believe private market firms have thrived over the years regardless of the 
political environment. Also importantly, they have expanded well beyond their historical North American private equity roots, continue 
to diversify, and have consistently created value for both limited partners and shareholders.



The 2024 elecTion: navigaTing PoTenTial Financial SecTor ShiFTS  4

Uncertainty Looms Over Credit Card Late Fees and the Consumer Finance Protection Bureau 

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau’s (CFPB) proposal to decrease the safe harbor for typical credit card late fees to $8 from $32 
is one of the larger regulatory issues facing credit card issuers. For some, late fees represent a substantial proportion of their revenue 
(as much as 20% or more of their total top line), so a substantial reduction could have a significant negative impact. The CFPB’s rule, 
originally slated to go into effect in May 2024, is currently embroiled in litigation, and many investors believe a Trump administration 
would pull back from trying to implement it.

More broadly, Republicans are seen as more hostile toward the CFPB. On the one hand, a Trump administration might dial back 
oversight by the CFPB, a potential benefit for credit card issuers and other consumer lenders; on the other hand, Trump’s appeal to the 
more populist faction within the Republican party could present challenges. (On the campaign trail, Trump floated the idea of capping 
credit card interest rates at 10%.) Therefore, while we think a Trump administration would likely be viewed as more likely to rein in the 
CFPB, we’d expect voices within the administration to argue for keeping the pressure on.

Cryptocurrency Catalysts

The current Administration has leaned anti-crypto, as has the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC); Trump, meanwhile, recently 
launched his own crypto company. More recently, key Democrats appear to have softened their stance, and we think Harris could 
follow suit: Crypto-focused PACs have raised and deployed large sums of money in this investment cycle, which, in our view, have 
played some role in both candidates’ postures. 

Harris has not made it clear whether she would support a leadership change at the SEC, and despite some Democrats’ change of 
heart, we think a Trump administration will be seen as more crypto-friendly than a Harris administration. Therefore, we expect a Trump 
victory to support the sector. 

The Corporate Tax Rate and DOL Fiduciary Rule Weigh on Insurers…

The direction of corporate tax rates could have the biggest direct impact on the insurance industry, in our view. Tax rates not only drive 
reported earnings, they can also impact the calculation of the amount of capital that insurers need to set aside to meet regulatory 
requirements, which in turn can shape their capital deployment decisions.

Based on current policy proposals, we believe a Trump win would lower the corporate tax rate, which would be a net positive to 
earnings growth yet (counterintuitively) decrease risk-based capital ratios broadly, forcing insurers to fatten their capital cushions. 
Furthermore, if lower corporate income taxes trigger inflation in the broader economy, we think costlier claims could impair Property & 
Casualty (P&C) insurers’ nearer-term underwriting profitability (though higher interest income could help offset those negative effects 
if rates remain high).

Insurers are also eyeing the Department of Labor’s Fiduciary rule, which aims to protect investors from financial advisors’ potential 
conflicts of interest. Although a Texas state court recently blocked the rule, the election’s outcome could sway its prospects.

The Obama and Biden administrations have pushed to tighten the rules holding advisors liable for pushing higher-commission 
products. In our view, another Democratic administration could reignite those efforts—perhaps applying more pressure on annuity 
writers that rely on independent marketing and sales channels—while we expect Republicans likely would not.

…While a Change in the SALT Deduction Could Be Good News

Trump recently suggested reversing the State and Local Tax (SALT) deduction limit put into place as part of the Tax Cuts & Jobs Act. We 
think either candidate taking a similar stance would be an indirect benefit to P&C insurers over time. Since 2016, lower state and local 
taxes have led to a significant population influx into southern states and the sunbelt—areas that are also prone to higher weather-
related catastrophic events like hail, hurricanes and storms. If SALT limitations are removed, we could see Northern states, which tend 
to be less exposed to weather-related catastrophic events, gain population. 



Neuberger Berman 
2 Central Plaza
Dame Street
Dublin, D02 T0X4
Ireland
www.nb.comZ0620 10/24 2069752 ©2024 Neuberger Berman Group LLC. All rights reserved.

Disclosures

This material is provided for informational purposes only and nothing herein constitutes investment, legal, accounting or tax advice. This material is general in nature 
and is not directed to any category of investors and should not be regarded as individualized, a recommendation, investment advice or a suggestion to engage in or 
refrain from any investment-related course of action. Investment decisions and the appropriateness of this material should be made based on an investor’s individual 
objectives and circumstances and in consultation with his or her advisors. Information is obtained from sources deemed reliable, but there is no representation or 
warranty as to its accuracy, completeness or reliability. All information is current as of the date of this material and is subject to change without notice. Any views or 
opinions expressed may not reflect those of the firm as a whole. Neuberger Berman products and services may not be available in all jurisdictions or to all client types. 
Investing entails risks, including possible loss of principal. Indexes are unmanaged and are not available for direct investment. Past performance is no guarantee 
of future results.

The information in this material may contain projections, market outlooks or other forward-looking statements regarding future events, including economic, asset class 
and market outlooks or expectations, and is only current as of the date indicated. There is no assurance that such events, outlook and expectations will be achieved, 
and actual results may be significantly different than that shown here. The duration and characteristics of past market/ economic cycles and market behavior, including 
any bull/bear markets, is no indication of the duration and characteristics of any current or future be market/economic cycles or behavior. Information on historical 
observations about asset or sub-asset classes is not intended to represent or predict future events. Historical trends do not imply, forecast or guarantee future results. 
Information is based on current views and market conditions, which will fluctuate and may be superseded by subsequent market events or for other reasons.

Statements contained herein are based on current expectations, estimates, projections, opinions and/or beliefs of the Firm. This presentation contains “forward-looking” 
or statements which often can be identified by the use of forward-looking terminology such as “may,” “will,” “seek,” “should,” “expect,” “anticipate,” “project,” 
“estimate,” “intend,” “continue,” “target,” “plan” or “believe” or the negatives thereof or other variations thereon or comparable terminology. Such information 
may include, among other things, projections, forecasts or estimates of cash flows, yields or return, scenario analyses and proposed or expected portfolio composition. 
Such forward-looking information is based upon certain assumptions about future events or conditions and is intended only to illustrate hypothetical results under 
those assumptions (not all of which are specified herein). Such statements involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors, and undue reliance 
should not be placed thereon. Such statements are necessarily speculative in nature, as they are based on certain assumptions. It can be expected that some or all 
of the assumptions underlying such statements will not reflect actual conditions. Accordingly, there can be no assurance that any estimated projections, forecast or 
estimates will be realized or that the forward-looking statements will materialize. Due to various risks and uncertainties, including those set forth herein, actual events 
or results or the actual performance of any security referenced herein may differ materially from those reflected or contemplated in such forward-looking statements.

index Definitions

The S&P 500 Index consists of 500 US stocks chosen for market size, liquidity and industry group representation. It is a market value-weighted index (stock price times 
number of shares outstanding), with each stock’s weight in the Index proportionate to its market value.

The views expressed herein may include those of the Neuberger Berman Equity Research team. The views of the Equity Research team may not reflect the views of the 
firm as a whole, and Neuberger Berman advisers and portfolio managers may take contrary positions to the views of the Equity Research team. The Equity Research 
team’s leading indicators and research models are based upon a variety of inputs, including markets surveys, market prices and government and economic data. The 
Equity Research team’s views do not constitute a prediction or projection of future events or future market behavior. Discussions of any specific sectors and companies 
are for informational purposes only. This material is not intended as a formal research report and should not be relied upon as a basis for making an investment 
decision. The firm, its employees and advisory accounts may hold positions of any companies discussed. Specific securities identified and described do not represent 
all of the securities purchased, sold or recommended for advisory clients. It should not be assumed that any investments in securities, companies, sectors or markets 
identified and described were or will be profitable.

United States: This document is issued by Neuberger Berman Investment Advisers LLC. Neuberger Berman Investment Advisers LLC is a registered investment adviser 
with the US Securities and Exchange Commission.

United Kingdom and outside the european economic area (eea): This document is addressed to professional clients/qualified investors only. This document 
is issued by Neuberger Berman Europe Limited, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and is registered in England and Wales, at The 
Zig Zag Building, 70 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6SQ. Neuberger Berman Europe Limited is also a registered investment adviser with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission in the US, and the Dubai branch is regulated by the Dubai Financial Services Authority in the Dubai International Financial Centre.

european economic area (eea): This document is addressed to professional clients/qualified investors only.

This is issued by Neuberger Berman Asset Management Ireland Limited, which is regulated by the Central Bank Ireland and is registered in Ireland, at 2 Central Plaza, 
Dame Street, Dublin, D02 T0X4.

This material is being issued on a limited basis through various global subsidiaries and affiliates of Neuberger Berman Group LLC. Please visit www.nb.com/disclosure-
global-communications for the specific entities and jurisdictional limitations and restrictions.

The “Neuberger Berman” name and logo are registered service marks of Neuberger Berman Group LLC.


